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“The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger” was first published in Liberty Magazine on January 22, 1927. It was
published in The Strand Magazine, on February 1927. It is
part of The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes.
Doubtless stimulated by Watson’s mention of the year in which this adventure took place, an overwhelming majority of our Canon chronologists are in agreement that the facts that our biographer
set down took place in 1896.
That being so, then at the
time Sherlock Holmes was 42
years old and Doctor John H.
Watson 44.
Main Characters:
Eugenia Ronder, former circus performer. Mr. Ronder,
Eugenia’s late husband, a circus showman. Leonardo, circus strongman, Eugenia’s
dead lover. Mrs. Merrilow,
Eugenia’s landlady, who goes
to Holmes on her behalf.
Notable Quotes:
When one considers that Mr.
Sherlock Holmes was in active practice for twenty-three
years, and that during seventeen of these I was allowed to
cooperate with him and to
keep notes of his doings, it
will be clear that I have a
mass of material at my command. The problem has always been not to find but to
choose. There is the long row of year-books which fill a shelf, and there are the dispatch-cases filled
with documents, a perfect quarry for the student not only of crime but of the social and official scandals of the late Victorian era. Concerning these latter, I may say that the writers of agonized letters,
who beg that the honour of their families or the reputation of famous forebears may not be touched,
have nothing to fear. The discretion and high sense of professional honour which have always distin-

guished my friend are still at work in the choice of these memoirs, and no confidence will be abused.
I deprecate, however, in the strongest way the attempts which have been made lately to get at and to
destroy these papers. The source of these outrages is known, and if they are repeated I have Mr.
Holmes’s authority for saying that the whole story concerning the politician, the lighthouse, and the
trained cormorant will be given to the public. There is at least one reader who will understand.
“The ways of fate are indeed hard to understand. If there is not some compensation hereafter, then
the world is a cruel jest.”
“Your life is not your own. Keep your hands off it.”
“The example of patient suffering is in itself the most precious of all lessons to an impatient world.”
The Lost Papers
The story opens with a warning from Watson, and from the tone of it, one can only surmise that it is
a serious one. It seems that an attempt was made to destroy the papers holding his and Sherlock
Holmes’ notes of what appear to have been some of his most delicate and explosive cases. These are
cases of such importance that even years after they retain sufficient power to make the threat of their
revelation a deterrent to any further such attempts.
One must wonder what could have been so important about these cases and how could it be that after what in some
instances
may
have been decades afterwards
their revelation
would be so disturbing?
One does not
venture upon too
shaky a territory
by conjecturing
that these unrevealed
cases
probably
conCourtesy of ITV Granada
cerned inhabitants of the highest corridors of power: royal families, ministers responsible for great state secrets, acts
which, although of a criminal nature, would best remain unknown because their revelation would
cause consternation and harm to innocents and even shake up governments.
Two questions immediately arise: first, why did Holmes not destroy this material and, second, if it
was of such a delicate nature, why not keep it himself, why make Watson the caretaker of such information?
Considering that Watson was Holmes’ biographer as well as the recorder of his important cases, it
may not be too unlikely that the Great Detective gave his friend the trusteeship of this information, in
the hope that sometime it would be possible to reveal them to the world—perhaps as an attempt to
achieve some sort of a precarious immortality. And so, who better than Watson to keep the trust?
When and if the time came for these cases to see the light of day, it would make sense to entrust them
to the only person who could do it best of all, as he had with the previous cases that he was allowed to
publish.
This, of course, leads to the conjecture that maybe the battered tin box was not lost to German bombs
during the Blitz, but perhaps taken by the powers-that-be, still fearful of any revelation. This would

mean that it was either destroyed or buried in some unknown deeply secret repository where it may
rest today, next to the lost Art of the Covenant.
Eugenia Ronder
One would be hard-pressed to find a more tragic and pathetic Canonical person than Eugenia
Ronder. Raised in a circus, very likely growing up with a minimum amount of education, she finds
herself courted by someone who in her world is important and wealthy, only to find herself in the
hopeless cage of a loveless
marriage and abusive relationship.
By the time she turned to
Holmes, she had to live those
many solitary years tormented by the memory of her
marred beauty and the reality of the horror that her face
had become—a face that was
left so hideous that it caused
people to turn away in revulsion and horror. On top of
everything else, she has had
to cope with the painful reality that the man she had loved abandoned her when she needed him the most, destroying her life.
Although it is unlikely that her husband’s murder weighed very heavily in her conscience, there was
still sufficient love left in her to protect the man who turned his back on her thus changing the course
of her life.
Her husband had been a monster, but if there was a true villain
in all of this it was Leonardo, who walked away untouched by
the tragedy and the result of his actions, to literally get away with
murder.
Eugenia’s sense of what she interpreted as an approaching death
and her ex-lover’s demise moved her to tell her story to somebody. This was not so much because a guilty conscience tormented her, but rather because she came to feel that an explanation was due about what had really happened; at this point, it
seemed important to her that someone other than herself knew
the truth about those events that took place years before.
Although this is one of those few, exceptional cases in the Canon
in which there is no criminal to be caught, and no deductions or
investigations are necessary to get at the truth, Sherlock Holmes
shines. He shows a sensitivity and compassion that truly do him
credit as the exceptional Victorian gentleman that he was. Even
his warning to Eugenia that taking her own life would be morally wrong is couched in terms that offer hope. When she reveals her face to our two friends, to justify
how pointless her life has become and justify her wish to end it all, our sleuth consoles her with his
plea: “How can you tell? The example of patient suffering is in itself the most precious of all lessons
to an impatient world.”
Bravo, Mr. Holmes!

The World of Sherlock Holmes
The Lady and Her Dozen Lions
Some may wonder how Eugenia Ronder, being a
woman in the 19th century, could have been part
of a lion taming act. Towards the second half of
the 19th century, lady lion tamers came into
vogue. There were not many, but those who chose
this, to say the least, risky profession became the
rage of the big top and of giant theaters such as
the old New York Hippodrome.
In the 19th as well as early 20th centuries, the idea of a
woman engaging in such dangerous activities went against
all social norms; after all, a woman was a weak, somewhat
foolish creature that required a strong male for protection
from the world. Thus, the concept of a female stepping in
the ring with a wild animal was not only remarkable, but
came close to being something that ought not to be allowed. It was different for males, of course. A lion tamer
was viewed as a fearless and intrepid performer whose
skill in exerting dominion over such dangerous beasts was
acceptable and understandable.
A woman engaging in such activities was, well, frankly
confusing.
One of the greatest of these distaff lion trainers was German-born Claire Heliot, whose routine used an even dozen lions. Because, naturally, no female was equipped either physically or in temperament, to exert any sort of
authority over wild beasts, it was not skill or valor that entered the picture.
A New York Times profile in the fall of 1905, when she arrived to perform in the Hippodrome, announced that
Heliot’s success originated precisely from her lack of skill:
“Being intrinsically, not artificially, feminine, she could not control the beasts by brute force. She
governs them as the best of women govern the human brute, by trusting them blindly.” The Times
reporter concluded that her performance represented no less than “a solving of the mysteries of the
Garden of Eden, where Eve was the first amateur lion tamer.”
One would require courage far greater than a lion tamer’s to write that twaddle today!

Claire would enter the ring, alone, wearing a white satin gown. Once inside, she would call her
twelve lions to attention. In the high point of her act, she would set an elegant table and “invite” the
lions to sit with her. She would then proceed to feed each one in turn a hunk of horseflesh with her
own fingers, topping the act by “offering them her own pretty head as a delectable morsel for dessert.” In another version of her act, her
lions Sascha and Nero walked from opposite sides of a tightrope towards each
other, pausing to balance nose-to-nose in
the center. More interesting than the act
itself would have been witnessing how
the two big cats were trained to do this.
Claire would lie down across the bodies
of four reclining lions, pose for portraits
in her boudoir cuddling the mane of a
massive male, and play with the lions as
though they were happy kittens. The
press described her as “frail but fearless”; however, they did not explain how
she was able to typically finish her act by
slinging a 350-pound male over her
shoulders like an overgrown furry scarf and triumphantly striding away from the ring.
The lady was far from being, as she was once described, the sort of petite lady who would be better
off carrying a tiny dog with pink ribbons tied to its collar. She had considerable respect for her big
cats, and did not expect them to be anything but what they were—wild animals. To underscore this,
she would never hesitate to display her many scars to reporters.
Like Eugenia, in 1907 her luck ran out and she suffered a bite injury that forced her to retire, which
she chose to do in a farm in Germany. She bred horses until she was financially ruined by the 1920s
hyperinflation. In 1944, during the Second World War, her apartment was bombed. She died poor
and nearly forgotten in an old people’s home in Stuttgart, Germany.

What else happened in 1896:
Empire
Jameson Raid failure in South Africa provokes crisis; British negotiations with
Boers (to 1899) fail.
Kaiser Wilhelm’s telegram to Kruger, congratulating him on the defeat of the
Jameson Raid.
◄ Matabele Revolt suppressed (1896-97).
Protectorate established in Sierra Leone and East Africa.
Conquest of the Sudan begins with the start of Kitchener’s campaign against the
Madhi (1896-99).
Anglo-French treaty settles boundaries in Siam.
Sudanese railway extended to Wadi Haifa.

Widespread famine in India, to 1897.
Britain
Hotel Cecil, the Strand, built.
National Portrait Gallery moves to present site in Trafalgar Square.
Beginning of period of rising prices and falling wages (until 1914).
Truck Act: regulates deductions from wages or fines for bad workmanship.
Conciliation Act: boards can settle industrial disputes if both sides are willing.
First all-steel English building erected at West Hartlepool.
Royal Victorian Order founded as Personal Order of Sovereign.
World
First modern Olympic Games are held at Athens.
Utah admitted as state in the U.S.A.
Klondike Gold Rush in Canada.
France annexes Madagascar.
◄ State visit of Tsar Nicholas to Paris.
Van Houten’s Franchise Bill extends the Dutch franchise.
French Tunisian protectorate recognized by Italy.
Italians are defeated by Menelek of Abyssinia at Battle of Adwa, resulting in Treaty of Addis-Ababa and end of Italian protectorate.
Massacre of Armenians by Kurds and Circassians supported by the Sultan.
Insurrection in Crete against Turkish rule.
Foundation of Russo-Chinese Bank.
Cassini Treaty: China gives Russia the right to build a railway through Manchuria to Port Arthur.
Russian newspapers granted temporary licenses; imported books and newspapers are strictly censored.
First public film exhibition, in U.S.
Philippine Revolution ends declaring Philippines free from Spanish rule.
Art
Wells publishes Island of Dr. Moreau.
Gilbert and Sullivan debut The Grand Duke.
Giacomo Puccini débuts La Bohème at Turin.
Toulouse-Lautrec paints Maxime Dethomas.
R. Strauss débuts Also Spracht Zarathustra.

Science and Technology
Antoine Henri Becquerel, observes radiation from uranium affects photographic plates; discovery of
radioactivity.
Nobel Prizes started, for physics, physiology or medicine, chemistry, literature, furtherance of the
cause of peace.
Guglielmo Marconi demonstrates on Salisbury Plain the
practicability of wireless telegraphy.
J.J. Thompson identifies the electron, though not by name.
Emile Achard first describes paratyphoid fever.
◄ Samuel Langley (U.S.A.) successfully flies a steam-driven
model aircraft.
Rehn, of Frankfort, sutures a heart wound; beginning of
heart surgery.
Zeeman observes that light emitted by a substance placed in a magnetic field undergoes changes.
Earliest record of water chlorination, during typhoid outbreak in Italy.

Next week’s case: SHOS.
Respectfully submitted,

Murray, the Courageous Orderly
(a.k.a. Alexander E. Braun)
“I should have fallen into the hands
of the murderous Ghazis had it not
been for the devotion and courage
shown by Murray, my orderly...”
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