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“The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez”
Pince
was first published in The Strand Magazine in July 1904. It is part of
The Return of Sherlock Holmes.
As may be seen on the table, although all our chronolchrono
ogists agree regarding the year in which this adventure
took place, and offer us
a few variants on the
exact date
In
1894,
Sherlock
Holmes was 40 years
old and Doctor James
H. Watson was 42.
Main Characters:
Stanley Hopkins, a
promising young detective in whose career
Holmes has shown an
interest;
Professor
Sergius Coram, elderly
invalid
academician;
Willoughby
Smith,
young researcher working for Professor Coram; Anna, a former
Russian Nihilist; Mrs.
Marker, Professor Coram’s housekeeper; Susan Tarlton, Professor
Coram’s maid; Mortimer, an Army pensioner and Professor Coram’s gardener.
Notable Quotes:
When I look at the three massive manuscript volumes which contain our work for the year 1894 I
confess thatt it is very difficult for me, out of such a wealth of material, to select the cases which are
most interesting in themselves and at the same time most conducive to a display of those peculiar
powers for which my friend was famous. As I turn over the pages I see my notes upon the repulsive
story of the red leech and the terrible death of Crosby the banker. Here also I find an account of the
Addleton tragedy and the singular contents of the ancient British barrow. The famous SmithSmith
Mortimer succession case comes
mes also within this period, and so does the tracking and arrest of Huret,
the Boulevard assassin—an
an exploit which won for Holmes an autograph letter of thanks from the
French President and the Order of the Legion of Honour.

Outside the wind howled down Baker Street, while the rain beat fiercely against the windows. It was
strange there in the very depths of the town, with ten miles of man’s handiwork on every side of us,
to feel the iron grip of Nature, and to be conscious that to the huge elemental forces all London was
no more than the molehills that dot the fields.
"What did you do, Hopkins, after you had made certain that you had made certain of nothing?”
The Tightrope of Justice
One of my favorite science-fiction writers, Roger Zelazny, once remarked that “The universe did not
invent justice. Man did. Unfortunately, man must reside
in the universe.”
It is not difficult for us to
understand what Anna referred to when she spoke
about the concentration and
labor camps in the Tsar’s Siberia. They are still there today, the gulags, only under
new management. After the
dreadfulness of Auschwitz,
these horrors hardly shock
us any more, even though we
know far more about what
goes on in those places than
did our 19th century counterparts.
In more ways than one, poor
Anna is a pathetic character,
and Coram’s treachery—although nothing new for Homo sapiens—is still revolting.
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The tragedy of this case center around the fact that its outcome, albeit heartbreaking, very likely did
not solve anything; Anna’s quest and death may have changed nothing, and it is obvious that the one
most deserving of punishment avoided it.
Even after considering all this, if one looks at the events from a truly detached perspective, she would
have been better off by asking for mercy rather than justice. It is easy to forget that Anna, as well as
Alexis (Alexei?) belonged to what today we would have designated as a group of terrorists. The Nihilists viewed themselves as a political movement, but the truth is that they were on a mission to annihilate society to rebuild it in their own way, ostensibly to improve the situation of oppressed workers.
The movement was not purely Russian, they were scattered across Europe. Some called themselves
“patriots” but were the same cat, just with a different set of spots.
To this objective, they carried out plans to kill government leaders, often through the use of bombs—
or “infernal devices” as they were called back then—and were entirely unconcerned about collateral
damage: usually the innocents who unluckily happened to find themselves within the kill or maim
radius of the bombs. When they used firearms, they often fired indiscriminately, again, hitting those
who had the misfortune of being near to their target.

Emperor Franz Joseph's wife, Empress Elisabeth of Austria, was murdered by an Italian anarchist in
Geneva in 1898. Another Nihilist murdered French president Carnot. Although Tsar
Alexander II had freed the
serfs and called for an assembly to institute reforms
(unprecedented for Russia
and especially the Romanovs!), and was talking of establishing a constitution, the
Nihilists viewed it as insufficient and they blew him up
with a bomb. It is ironic to
consider that he was succeeded by his son, Alexander
III, who exacted unmerciful
revenge from his father’s
killers
and reversed all the
Bomb attack on Tsar Alexander II
reforms that his father had
established, and was afterwards succeeded by Nicholas II, who became even more of an autocrat in
his belief in his Divine Right” to rule. It should be noted that both his son and grandson witnessed
his assassination.
If we are to believe Anna, Alexis was a “noble, unselfish, loving” Nihilist who, although she and the
rest of her “brotherhood” engaged in deadly violence, he “wrote
for ever dissuading us from such a course.”
It is not surprising, however, that after having seen his father
blown up to smithereens the new tsar had a different opinion of
the doings of Anna’s comrades. Even if it were true that the contents of Alexis’ journal and letters reflected his appeals to nonviolence and therefore his innocence, he still had been an active
member of the group and Russian authorities would not have
been excessively inclined to accept the material as genuine and act
accordingly by releasing him.
Not to be cynical, but
Anna’s suicide accomplished only two
things: it showed that
she was principled
and sincere about her
cause; however, it did
Tsar Alexander III
not prove the truth or
falsehood of her allegations, only the extent of her devotion.
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The sad thing in all this is that Coram, that Pthirus pubis,
was able to literally get away with murder. He was left unpunished and, as it is very likely, without
any pangs of conscience over the things he did that led to the Anna’s sad ending.

Finally, it appears that everything Anna did was for nothing. Because it was the great Sherlock
Holmes who brought the packet of documents to the Russian ambassador he would have no doubt
received the Great Detective with considerable courtesy, accepted the papers, and that probably
would have been the end of the story. Perhaps Holmes later chose to request the intervention of Mycroft who would have had a higher reach with both governments.

What else happened in 1889:
Empire
Jameson occupies Matabeleland.
British troops occupy Ilorin, Gold Coast.
British and Belgian secret accord on dividing Central Africa.
Premier Roseberry declares Uganda a British protectorate
Britain
Gladstone retires; Rosebery becomes prime minister with is minority Liberal government.
First Lyon’s tea shop.
Big wheel erected at Earl’s Court.
St. Bride’s Institute opens.
◄ Tower Bridge opens.
Harcourt’s Budget raises death duties.
Blackpool Tower opens, 518 ft high.
Parish Councils Act: Parish, Rural, and Urban Districts established.
Death duties first introduced in Britain.
Thirlmere Dam completed; for Manchester
water supply, aqueduct 96 miles long.
Water tube boilers fitted in HMS Hornet and HMS Sharpshooter.
Turbinia, first steam-turbine ship launched.
Merchant Shipping Act: Masters, mates, and engineers to hold Board of Trade certificates.
Railway and Canal Traffic Act; fixes existing rates as maxima.
Official opening of the Manchester Ship Canal (begun 1887).
London taxi driver George Smith becomes first person to be fined for drunk driving.
World
War breaks out between Japan and China. Japanese naval victory at Yalu River; Japanese capture of
Port Arthur. After the First Sino-Japanese War, China cedes Formosa (Taiwan now) to Japan and
grants Japan a free hand in Korea (1894-1895).
French take Madagascar.

President Carnot of France assassinated by Italian anarchist.
French Captain Henri Decoeurs troops reach Nikki West Africa. King Lafia Absalamu of Nikki signs
accord with France.
Great fire in Shanghai; over 1,000 buildings destroyed.
French under Joffre capture Timbuktu.
Hawaii becomes a republic.
First newspaper Sunday color comic section published (New
York World).
Sicilian bread riots lead to martial law and suppression of
Italian socialist societies.
Italians defeat Dervishes at Kassala.
◄ French officer Alfred Dreyfus court-martialed for treason, triggers worldwide charges of anti-Semitism (Dreyfus
is later vindicated).
Kurds massacre Armenians at Sassoun.
National Society founded in Greece to extend Greek authority in the Balkans.
Alexander II of Russia assassinated.
Sergius Witte becomes minister of finance in Russia.
Alexander Obrenovitch annuls liberal constitution of 1889.
Sale of spirits resumed in Russia as state monopoly.
Formation of French Agricultural Mutual Loan Society.
Baron Pierre de Coubertin initiates congress reviving the Olympic Games.
Beginning of car racing Paris to Rouen.
France and the Russian Empire form a military alliance.
◄ Belgium Princess Josephine marries Prince Karl von Hohenzollern.
Lombok War. The Dutch loot and destroy the Cakranegara palace of
Mataram. J.L.A. Brandes, a Dutch philologist discovers and secures the
Nagarakretagama manuscript in Lombok royal library.
Denmark adopts Mid-European time.
U.S. flag fired on in Rio; prompt satisfaction exacted by Admiral Benham.
First U.S. poliomyelitis epidemic breaks out, Rutland, Vermont.
German emperor Wilhelm II fires Chancellor Leo von Caprivi and premier Botho zu Eulenburg.
Nicaragua captures Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
U.S. Congress passes Wilson-Gorman Tariff Act, which included a graduated income tax, later struck
down by the Supreme Court.
Frederick Lugard’s expedition reaches Nikki, Nigeria, signs accord with King Lafia Absalamu of
Nikki.

Columbus World’s Fair in Chicago destroyed by fire.
Balinese troops assault Dutch army, 97 killed.
New York passes first state dog license law.
Korea declares independence from China, asks for Japanese aid.
Republic of Hawaii proclaimed, with Sanford B Dole as president.
Six thousand Armenians massacred by Turks in Kurdistan.
Roman Catholics win Parliamentary election in Belgium.
Art
Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book.
Debussy, L’Apres Midi d’un Faun.
Toulouse-Lautrec, Les Deux Amis.
◄ George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man, premieres in London,
Degas, Femme à sa Toilette.
Strauss’ first opera, Guntram, produced at Weimer.
Monet, Rouen Cathedral.
George du Maurier, Trilby.
Anthony Hope, The Prisoner of Zenda.
Oscar Wilde, A Woman of No Importance.
Science and Technology
Halstead (U.S.) details his operation for breast cancer
(mastectomy).
Sir William Ramsey and Lord Rayleigh discover existence of zero valence.
Oliver and Schäfer discover the nature of insulin.
J.H. Northrop (U.S.A.) invents automatic loom.
Louis Lumière invents the cinematograph.
◄ Flagstaff (Lowell) Observatory erected.
Pneumatic hammer patented by Charles King of Detroit.
J.L. Johnstone of England invents horse racing starting
gate.
Escalators introduced (U.S.).
Edison Kinetoscopic Record of a Sneeze released in
movie theaters.
Daniel Cooper patents time clock.
Elwood Haynes successfully tests one of the first American automobiles at 6 mph.

Vaccine for diphtheria announced by Dr Roux of Paris.
First commercial film release by Jean Aimé Le Roy.
Berliner modifies earlier work on the gramophone by using a horizontal disk instead of a cylinder,
leads to the first gramophone record. Not fully satisfactory until 1897.
Guaranty Building, Buffalo erected. Metal-framed building.
Karl Elsener invents the Swiss Army knife.

Next week’s case: BLUE
Respectfully submitted,

Murray, the Courageous Orderly
(a.k.a. Alexander E. Braun)
“I should have fallen into the hands
of the murderous Ghazis had it not
been for the devotion and courage
shown by Murray, my orderly...”
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